
How NewsCurrents Helps You Meet  
the Common Core State Standards

NewsCurreNts...
•	 is	a	weekly	classroom	discussion	program	for	students	in	grades	3-12.

•	 features	important,	engaging,	and	educationally	relevant	stories	in	the	news.

•	 provides	teachers	with	all	the	background	information	necessary	to	lead	students	in	a	
thoughtful,	in-depth	discussion	on	that	week's	current	events	issues.

•	 is	written	on	3	comprehension	levels

Common Core emphasizes authentic, nonfiction texts and literacy across academic content 
areas, and a variety of texts, with a special focus on history, civics, and social studies.

NewsCurreNts AligNs with CommoN Core

NewsCurrents	is	uniquely	designed	to	provide	opportunities	for	your	students	to	engage	
with authentic nonfiction social studies texts and topics.

NewsCurrents supports the Common Core with weekly social studies texts that meet the 
reading,	writing,	listening,	and	speaking	strands.

Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	the	Common	Core	State	Standards	and	how	NewsCurrents	
helps	to	meet	them.

™



CoMMoN Core StraNd: Speaking and Listening

StaNdard 1: “engage effectively in a range of discussion topics...building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.” This standard requires students 
to follow rules of collaborative discussions, pose and respond to questions, express 
opinions clearly using their knowledge and evidence from what they learn in 
discussion, and listen and respond appropriately to opinions from others

NewsCurrents’s guided discussion format is uniquely designed among programs for the K-12 
education market to encourage exactly this sort of discussion. The material in the teacher’s guide 
asks students to respond to both content questions and more open-ended opinion, thought, and 
analysis questions related to the news stories presented. Students have the opportunity to engage 
in discussion, answer and pose questions, listen to alternative opinions, and summarize the ideas 
of other speakers. They can use the information provided both from the teacher and the engaging 
onscreen images to back up their statements with evidence from text.

StaNdard 2: asks students to summarize information read aloud, or information 
presented through pictures, charts, graphs, and so on.

In NewsCurrents, the teacher’s guide provides all relevant information about the issues. Students 
are tasked with listening to the information that is read and explained by their teacher and then 
demonstrating their ability to explain it, answer questions about it, and synthesize it in class 
discussion. Additionally, the photographs, charts, graphs, and other images accompanying every 
story provide additional information for students to interpret and analyze.

StaNdard 3: asks students to summarize and evaluate the arguments and 
positions of other speakers, based on evidence.

The collaborative discussions at the core of NewsCurrents allow students to analyze and evaluate 
each others’ opinions about a wide range of important and sometimes controversial issues each 
week. The provided background information allows students to develop reasoned opinions and to 
present and evaluate arguments based on evidence, as well as to determine whether or not their 
peers’ arguments are evidence-based.

StaNdard 4: expects students to present information and opinions in a logical, 
reasoned, and sequential way, using evidence and speaking clearly.

NewsCurrents is unique among school programs because it is designed for group discussion. Oral 
presentation is a key feature of the program. When they are expressing their thoughts, students 
must make their case clearly, logically, and sequentially, with appropriate eye contact, clarity, and 
volume, so they are understood by their peers. Teachers can formatively assess all these Speaking 
and Listening standards in the context of these authentic weekly discussions.

StaNdard 6: requires students to use appropriate language structures and 
grammar.

Teachers can evaluate students’ command of English conventions, complexity of sentence structure, 
and command of formal English and academic language in the context of the NewsCurrents group 
discussion format.



CoMMoN Core StraNd: Language

The Common Core Language Standards recognize the importance of using 
appropriate language structures in speaking. StaNdard 1 requires students to 
display a command of English conventions and appropriate grammar forms in 
speaking. StaNdard 3 notes students’ ability to vary sentence structure, length, 
pattern, and tone appropriate to the situation to convey meaning and hold  
listener interest.

NewsCurrents allows teachers to observe and evaluate students’ use of and facility with spoken 
language forms on an ongoing basis in academic discussion. The NewsCurrents discussion format 
also allows teachers to assess English Language Learners’ command of academic language and 
English language structures.

StaNdard 6 asks that students acquire and use grade- level and content-specific 
vocabulary.

Each week, NewsCurrents presents stories that relate to a wide range of curriculum areas including 
history, civics, government, science, geography, the environment, the arts, popular culture, and 
more. NewsCurrents provides students with relevant vocabulary in context, defining words and 
creating the background knowledge that allows students to construct and retain comprehension 
of new vocabulary and concepts. As topics recur in the news over the course of the school year, 
NewsCurrents provides students opportunities to revisit and reuse content-area vocabulary in  
new contexts.

CoMMoN Core StraNd: Reading Informational Text

StaNdard 7 requires students to read and comprehend multiple information 
sources, including digital sources, images, charts, and graphs.

Each issue of NewsCurrents features graphs, charts, maps, diagrams, and editorial cartoons 
along with primary source quotes, and photographs to visually orient students to stories and 
provide additional information. Analyzing these visual sources helps students gain familiarity and 
competency with these alternate sources of data and information, allowing students to become 
informationally literate.

StaNdardS 8 and 9 require high school students to analyze and understand 
foundational historical documents, such as the Constitution, Supreme Court 
decisions, and so on.
 

Throughout the school year, NewsCurrents covers many issues in the news related to historical and 
foundational principles of the United States. Using these current events as a lens, NewsCurrents 
explores the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, U.S. Supreme Court cases, and many other important 
documents, allowing students to analyze and understand the nuances of these critical historical 
works, along with the arguments centered around how they are interpreted.



Common Core Strand: Literacy in History/Social Studies

The Common Core literacy strands for history and social studies require students to 
understand and analyze a series of historical events or explain a process related to 
history or social studies.

NewsCurrents provides the background knowledge necessary to understand complex history, social 
studies, and science content. NewsCurrents goes behind the week’s news events, providing in-depth 
explanations of the history and processes important to understanding the news; processes such 
as how a bill becomes a law, the workings of the electoral college, and so on. This background 
information helps students construct knowledge so that they can retell and explain these complex 
events and procedures, in their own words.

Assessment tools

Each issue of NewsCurrents includes supplemental activities to extend and assess student learning, 
including comprehension quizzes on that week’s stories, for all three levels.

NewsCurrents fits with the Common Core
NewsCurrents	connects	your	students	to	the	world	around	them,	and	also	provides	them	
with	the	necessary	skills	and	tools	they	need	to	succeed	in	a	competitive	educational	and	
global	environment.


